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criminal. If ever any of them are in Fascist Germany tried for
high treason and, the plea of fccblc-mindcdness being rejected.,
are executed, they will richly deserve their fate, though not for
the reasons alleged by their persecutors. Their supreme crime
is that there was one slender chance not of preserving the German
democratic republic—that quite rightly was no concern of a pro-
letarian anti-democratic party—but of carrying through that
Socialist revolution which according to their own silly theories
was the necessary prelude to the Bolshevik dictatorship, and that
they refused to take it. They were the party of the future, and
they were as negative and as defeatist as the Liberals and as
impervious to wisdom and sense as Hermann Gocring himself.
Once the deed was done—and the appalling consequences to their
own party and their own cause were so obvious that they could
not be denied or even misrepresented - the official theorists blandly
explained that the failure was due to ideological error which had
induced a false view of forces outwith their control,, that what
they did do was right in itself, but failed of its purpose because
the doers were not 100 per cent Leninists—a feeble excuse for what
the realist Lenin would have damned as malignant stupidity.
And so the Left went down to its doom disunited and helpless.
The rank and file of both parties defended themselves as best they
could without any consolidating purpose behind natural resis-
tance to outrage; in both parties the leaders wrung fatalistic
hands, the Socialists as men powerless to avert tragedy, the Com-
munists as men who saw in tragedy the first stage of victory.
At the critical hour the leadership behaved in the good old German
way; it abdicated, and in Germany the victor is he who postpones
abdication a second later than his opponents.
There is always a case for abdication* The government would
probably, with the superiority of force which it possessed, have
fought. It was not suffering from the same inhibition of action
that would produce civil war, for it could not admit, claiming
as it did to be the nation, that war against the Left was civil
war; it would be war against a foreign foe. If it fought well, it
would win with ease. But even if the end be defeat, there is
equally a case for putting things to the test and, if the test is

